




Oh yes I'm the great pretender (ooh ooh)

Pretending I'm doing well (ooh ooh)

My need is such I pretend too much

I'm lonely but no one can tell.

Oh yes I'm the great pretender (ooh ooh)

Adrift in a world of my own (ooh ooh)

I play the game but to my real shame

You've left me to dream all alone



PRETENDER
one who 
makes a false 
or hypocritical 
show



Acts 9:31 (HCSB)
31 So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria had peace, being built up and walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the encouragement of the 
Holy Spirit, and it increased in numbers.



Acts 9:31 (HCSB)
31 So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria 
• Had peace, 
• Being built up AND
• Walking in the fear of the Lord AND
• Walking in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, AND 
• It increased in numbers.



1. Living in Fear of the Lord
2. Encouraged by the Holy Spirit



ENCOURAGEMENT



ENCOURAGEMENT

“PARAKLESIS”

• EXHORT
• COMFORT
• ENCOURAGE
• ADMONISH
• PERSUADE 
• INSTRUCT







Matthew 23:37-38 (NIV)

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 
stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, AND YOU WERE NOT WILLING.
38 Look, your house is left to you desolate.



The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
Matthew 22:1-14



Matthew 22:1-4 (NIV)

1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 
son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 
banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and 
fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding banquet.’



Matthew 22:5-7 (NIV)
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, 
another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated 
them and killed them.7 The king was enraged. He sent his army 
and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.



Matthew 22:8-10 (NIV)
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, 
but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street 
corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people 
they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.



Matthew 22:11-14 (NIV)
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 
man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, 
‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The 
man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, 
and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’14 “For many are invited, but few 
are chosen.”





“It seems inevitable that at the same time a proportion 
of unworthy persons should enter the church.” 



However diligent may be the oversight, there will be 
pretenders creeping in unawares who have no true part 
or lot in the matter



A Personal Definition
“Unworthy People are Unwilling People.”
“Unwilling people in the church are PRETENDERS”
“PRETENDERS do not wear the correct 
wedding garment to the banquet of the Lord”





On the threshing floor of Zion the heap is not all pure 
wheat, the chaff is mingled with the grain, and therefore 
the winnowing fan is wanted. God's furnace is in Zion, and 
there is good need for it, for the gold is yet in the ore and 
needs to be separated from the dross. Wood, hay, and 
stubble building is quick work, but it is a waste of effort;
(UNWILLING PRETENDERS) we need continually to 
examine our materials, and see that we use only gold, 
silver, and precious stones (WILLING SERVANTS).



Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)
True and False Disciples
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven.22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’



Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)
True and False Disciples
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven (WILLING SERVANTS).22 Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name 
drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then 
I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ (UNWILLING PRETENDERS)



Everything will have to be tested by a heart-searching 
God, and if, when He comes to search us, if we are found 
wanting, we shall be expelled even from the marriage 
feast itself.

For there is a way to hell from the very gates of heaven.

It’s TIME to check your wedding garment!

Are you a UNWILLING PRETENDER or 
A WILLING SERVANT?





Revelation 19:6 (HCSB)
Marriage of the Lamb Announced
6 Then I heard something like the voice of a vast multitude, 
like the sound of cascading waters, and like the rumbling 
of loud thunder, saying:
Hallelujah, because our Lord God, the Almighty,
has begun to reign!



Revelation 19: 7-8 (HCSB)
7 Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory,
because the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has prepared herself.
8 She was given fine linen to wear, bright and pure. For the 
fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints.




